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What you will find in this document is a rational and proposal for church planting.  
While we hope this will be a helpful tool for anyone interested in knowing more about 
our vision for starting new churches, our purpose is simply to tell a story about how we 
are seeing God at work in the world and how we are sensing him calling us to join him.  
We hope the information you find will be a compelling argument for church planting.  
However, more than that, we hope you sense God at work and hear his Spirit calling 
you to join him as well.  This vision for church planting requires partnerships of God’s 
people.  I trust that God is drawing people together for the sake of His mission.  
Please prayerfully listen for the Spirit as you explore the vision God has given us. 
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In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples to “go and make disciples of all       
nations.”  In the book of Acts, Jesus tells his disciples that they are to be his 
“witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
Clearly, Jesus had in mind that his message of Good News should spread to all places 
and peoples on the earth.  As we read the rest of Acts we see this practically playing 
out by his disciples drawing people together into communities of faith living the way of 
Jesus.  So at its core, the message of Jesus is a missionary message, growing and 
multiplying across people and places all over the world, practically with the making of 
disciples and the starting of new churches. 
 
But why do we need new churches in North America?  Some may argue that there are 
already plenty of churches in North America.  What they may not realize is the rapid 
population growth the United States is experiencing.  The nation is expected to reach 
a population of 392 million people by the year 2050.  Metropolitan areas in particular 
are experiencing the greatest amount of growth.  Ten US metro areas grew in excess 
of 40% in the past decade with more and more people moving to the cities.  Though 
the number of churches in a given geography may not be changing greatly, the      
number of people in a given geography is probably growing by a large percentage.  In 
order to keep the church to population ratio in the US the same, 38,800 new 
churches need to be planted. 
 
When you consider this reality with the state of churches in the US, the situation     
becomes dire.  80%-85% of churches in the US are in numeric decline.  Americans in 
general are becoming less Christian, with 10% fewer identifying themselves as     
Christian than just a decade ago.  Our existing structures of church are struggling to 
connect with unbelievers and struggling to keep their own. 
 
New churches are part of the answer to these present realities.  Along with new     
people, America is dealing with new and emerging cultures as well.  People live life 
differently than they did twenty or thirty years ago.  New churches will provide          
culturally appropriate structures of Christian community.  These structures present 
improved methods of connecting with people not previously attending an existing 
church resulting in faster growth compared to established churches.  New churches 
also provide more opportunities for developing new leadership.  In my own experience 
of new churches I have seen people deepen their faith and step into leadership      
positions that would never have happened in larger, established churches. 
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In summary: 
 
Why Plant More Churches? 

• The US population is expected to reach 392 million by 2050 

• 10 US metro areas grew in excess of 40% in the past decade 

• To keep pace with population growth we need 38,800 new churches 

• 80%-85% of US churches are in numeric decline 

• 10% fewer Americans identify themselves as “Christian” than a decade ago 
 
Why Plant New Churches? 

• New and emerging cultures need contextually appropriate structures of Christian 
community 

• New churches grow faster than existing churches 

• New churches gain most of their growth from people not previously attending an     
existing church 

• New churches develop and mature new leadership 

T H E  N E E D  F O R  N E W  C H U R C H E S  
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God has called us to partner 
with the Riverwalk Church of 
Christ to plant churches in 
Wichita, Kansas.  We are       
excited about this opportunity.  
Wichita is currently the largest 
city in Kansas.  It has a        
population of around 380,000 
people and because of the six 
major aircraft corporations that 
find their home there, is known 
as the “Air Capital of the 
World.”   
 
Geographically, Wichita sits at the junction of the Arkansas and Little Arkansas rivers.  
The Arkansas River, which runs north and south, plays a major role in the lifestyle of 
Wichita residents.  There is a distinct cultural divide between residents on the East 
side and West side.  Most businesses strategically place stores on both sides of the 
river and residents seldom cross to the other side. 
 
Our focus for church planting will be on the neighborhoods around downtown area.  
One such neighborhood is named Delano.  Delano sits west of the Arkansas River just 
across from downtown.  The Riverwalk Church of Christ’s vision for church planting 
was born out of their heart and service to this working class, racially diverse, and 
highly unchurched neighborhood.  The Lewises and Motts both live just outside of  
Delano.  Just east of downtown is the Old Town district.  Old Town is part of the       
proposed revitalization of downtown Wichita that is seeing more and more people 
move back toward the city center.  These are among the neighborhoods we anticipate 
seeing communities of faith begin to form. 
 
As we imagine church planting in Wichita, we imagine a church that is deeply         
connected to the people living in the downtown area.  We imagine a church                 
transforming the working class neighborhood of Delano.  We imagine a church    
reaching out into the revitalized Old Town district and beyond.  We imagine a church 
that is connecting people to God and reaching them with the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  The Riverwalk Church of Christ and the Lewis and Mott families are answering 
God’s call for the sake of downtown Wichita.  

T H E  T A R G E T  P O P U L A T I O N  

4  



The Lewis FamilyThe Lewis FamilyThe Lewis FamilyThe Lewis Family    

Micah and Amy Lewis both grew up in Irving, TX.  Micah  

has a degree in Bible and Missions and worked as lead 

church planter to begin the Sunrise Church of Christ in 

Grand Prairie, TX in 2004.  Since 2009 he served as 

Church Planter in Residence for the Storyline Christian 

Community in Dallas, TX.  Amy is an important partner to 

Micah in the ministry of church planting.  She holds a 

business degree in computer information systems and currently stays at home with 

their two young children, Nathaniel and Allison.  The Lewises partnered with the  

Riverwalk Church and moved to Wichita in December 2010 to begin work on this 

church planting project.  Micah also works part time for a local Starbucks to supple-

ment their income and to further connect with their community. 

The Mott FamilyThe Mott FamilyThe Mott FamilyThe Mott Family    

Kyle and Kristen Mott have spent the last eight years 

ministering in Kingsport, TN.  Kyle served as youth    

minister for the Northeast Church of Christ and Kristen 

as an elementary school teacher.  Kyle has a masters 

degree in ministry through which he has sensed God’s 

call into church planting.  The Motts have recently     

partnered with Mission Alive who recommended they 

join the Lewises and partner with the Riverwalk Church for church planting in Wichita.  

Kyle and Kristen have two young children, Chloe and Elijah.  They relocated to Wichita 

in August 2011.  Kyle also works part time at Starbucks as a way to connect with the 

community and to supplement income.  The Motts are passionate about connecting 

people with Christ and are gifted partners in this church planting. 

B I O G R A P H Y  O F  C H U R C H  P L A N T E R S  
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We have established a set of shaping values to help us approach this new church 
planting.  These values are directing us through the discernment of our church    
planting priorities and will shape the rule of life for the churches we end up planting. 
 
Values come from theology.  So we begin there. 
 
God created the heavens and the earth and it was very good (Gen 1-2) 

• Humanity was created to have a trusting relationship with God (2:16-17) 

• Humanity was created to live in community with each other (2:18) 
Creation was cursed because of the events in the garden (Gen 3) 

• Humanity’s relationship with spiritual forces (3:15) 

• Humanity’s relationship with each other (3:16) 

• Humanity’s relationship with the rest of creation (3:17-19) 

• Humanity’s relationship with God (3:22-24) 
God is restoring his creation through the person and work of Jesus Christ (Rev 21-22) 

• Jesus defeats the spiritual forces of evil through the cross (Col 1:20, 2:15) 

• Jesus brings humanity back into a trusting relationship with God and each other (1 
Peter 3:18) 

• Creation is liberated from its curse when humanity is redeemed (Rom 8:19-21 

• What began through the resurrection of Jesus will be completed when he returns 
again (1 Cor 15:20-28) 

 
Because this is the story we are living in, I have drawn three broad conclusions.  First, 
we are called to live in a trusting relationship with God.  Second, we are called to join 
God in his mission.  Third, we are called to live together in community.  
 
We trust God by: 

• listening to him through prayer,  

• reading scripture 

• practicing rest 
Living on mission includes: 

• participating in our own personal spiritual formation 

• connecting others to God through Christ 

• practicing hospitality by welcoming new people into our lives 

• working for justice by helping the poor, the weak, and the marginalized 

• practicing generosity 
We do it all Together 

• We share our relationship to God with others through worship and fellowship 

• We join one another in living on mission 
 

TRUST GOD AND LIVE ON MISSION TOGETHER 

S H A P I N G  V A L U E S  
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• Begin with DiscipleshipBegin with DiscipleshipBegin with DiscipleshipBegin with Discipleship    
 

The Great Commission of Jesus Christ instructs all believers to go and make      
disciples.  We believe that if we go and make committed disciples of Jesus, then 
we will have a church.  So rather than spending our time and energy developing a 
meaningful worship service, we have focused on developing a process of           
discipleship to teach people the way of Jesus.   We begin by sharing the story of 
God in scripture.  Then, over several weeks we explore what it means to have a 
trusting relationship with God, what it means to live on mission, and how to share 
all of this with the church.  Our goal is for people to encounter the living God and 
be formed into the likeness of His son.  If a participant is willing to go deeper, we 
work with them to develop their own rule of life incorporating specific practices, 
such as prayer, reading scripture, service, and community.  The entire process is            
dependent on us, and those who join us, intentionally connecting with               
non-Christian friends, neighbors, and co-workers for the sake of God’s mission.  
We have just begun to bring our first set of people through this process in         
September. 
 

 
• Value ReproducibilityValue ReproducibilityValue ReproducibilityValue Reproducibility    
 

The way of Jesus was meant to be passed on from person to person.  It was meant 
to reproduce, to spread and grow.  We are trying to do everything in such a way 
that it can easily be passed down from person to person.  We hope that God is  
using us to start a movement among lost people in Wichita that will grow from 
house to house, from neighborhood to neighborhood, spreading over the whole 
city of Wichita and state of Kansas.  We have not set out to just start a church, but 
to make disciples who start churches, who start churches, who start churches.  
For this dream to become a reality, the basis of what we pass on must be simple.  
The message must be simple, the practices must be simple, and the structures of 
church must be simple.  Therefore, we are developing a discipleship process that 
can be passed on and administered by anyone.  We are structuring our church 
gatherings so they can be easily duplicated from one house to another.  Given our 
target area which consists mainly of working class neighborhoods, we are also  
trying to structure our churches as inexpensively as possible.  We anticipate a   
network of small churches meeting in homes, parks, community centers,       
apartments, or anywhere else they can find. We are trusting God to lead us into 
new church structures and discipleship processes that will allow the seed of the 
gospel to take root in many new hearts. 

C H U R C H  P L A N T I N G  S T R A T E G Y  
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As stated above, we value doing things together.  We have, therefore, entered into 
several partnerships as we have moved forward in this church planting initiative. 
 
Riverwalk Church of ChristRiverwalk Church of ChristRiverwalk Church of ChristRiverwalk Church of Christ formerly the Central Church of Christ, in Wichita, Kansas is 
the principal supporting congregation for this downtown Wichita church planting     
project.  Riverwalk has been working for the city of Wichita since the early 1900’s.  
They have a heart for the poor and are actively working to help those in the city      
center.  This project was born out of their vision and service to residents of the Delano 
neighborhood near downtown.  www.riverwalkchurchofchrist.org   
 
Mission AliveMission AliveMission AliveMission Alive is a church planting resource organization that works to discover, equip, 
and nurture church planting leaders and churches to plant Christ-formed churches in 
North America.  We have partnered with Mission Alive to help discern our next steps in 
ministry and for further training in church planting.  For training, Mission Alive offers a 
church planters assessment, several church planting labs, coaching, and a            
community of church planters in which to grow and learn.  www.missionalive.org  
 
Storyline Christian CommunityStoryline Christian CommunityStoryline Christian CommunityStoryline Christian Community is a network of house churches in the Uptown/
Downtown area of Dallas, TX.  Charles & Julie Kiser with their son Ryan and Ryan & 
Claudia Porche moved to Uptown in 2008 to begin this church.  Their goals are to 
plant a church that will reach the large young professional population in Uptown and 
serve those in proximity to the area who are living in poverty.  After working with   
Storyline as Church Planters in Residence for eighteen months, they sent us out In 
September 2010 to church plant again.  www.storylinecommunity.com  
 
Friends of the Mission.  Friends of the Mission.  Friends of the Mission.  Friends of the Mission.  We have also partnered with many friends and family, some 
through special gifts and others through longer term commitments, who are actively 
supporting us through prayer and financial gifts.   
 
 

C H U R C H  P L A N T I N G  P A R T N E R S H I P S  
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TIMELINETIMELINETIMELINETIMELINE    
 
Church planting residency with Storyline Church..……..…February 2009 – August 2010 

• Discernment for future church planting 
• Developing vision and fundraising 
• Discerning location and co-workers 

 
Pre-launch phase of new church……………………………..September 2010 – August 2011 

• Transition to new location 
• Culture Learning 
• Teambuilding 
• Developing church planting strategy 

 
Launch phase of new church…………………………………………………………..September 2011 

• Begin intentional disciple making 
• Start gathering and organizing simple churches 

 
 
FINANCIAL NEEDSFINANCIAL NEEDSFINANCIAL NEEDSFINANCIAL NEEDS    
 
As we seek to trust God and live on mission together, we realize our need to develop 
partnerships with other churches and individuals who will support us financially.  Our 
goal is to plant a church that will become financially self-sufficient within its first five 
years.  Our five year goal is to raise $250,120.  This amount will cover our start up 
expenses, a working fund, and two church planter salaries to be supplemented by 
part-time jobs.  Each year the budget expenses covered by fundraising decreases 
20%, with the expectation that as the new church grows it will be able to fund its    
remaining financial needs. 
 

We have currently received gifts and pledges totaling $184,360. 
Our remaining financial need is $65,760. 

 
Would you consider partnering with us and making a financial commitment to this 
work for the sake of God’s mission in Wichita? 
 
 

T I M E L I N E  &  F I N A N C I A L  N E E D S  
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K Y L E  M O T T  
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C H U R C H  P L A N T I N G  
I N  W I C H I T A ,  K S  

“ A S  T H E  F A T H E R  H A S  S E N T  M E ,  S O  I  A M  S E N D I N G  Y O U . ”  
J O H N  2 0 : 2 1  

W H Y  P L A N T  
N E W  

C H U R C H E S ?  

• Different people hear the   

gospel in different ways 

• New churches grow faster than 

existing churches 

• New churches grow mainly from 
people not previously attending 

an existing church 

• New churches develop and 

mature new leadership 

W H Y  P L A N T  
M O R E  

C H U R C H E S ?  

• The US population is expected to 

reach 392 million by 2050 

• 10 US metro areas grew in   

excess of 40% in the past decade 

• To keep pace with population 
growth we need 38,800 new 

churches 

• 80%-85% of US churches are in 

numeric decline 

• 10% fewer Americans identify 
themselves as “Christian” than a 

decade ago 

River City Christian Community is a new church in Wichita, Kansas 

that is about following Jesus by trusting God and living on mission 

together.  We have been hard at work putting together our church 

planting team, learning the culture of Wichita, and developing  prac-

tices for discipleship and community.  We are working hard to plant a 

church whose practices are simple and reproducible.  Our hope is to 

make disciples who make disciples and plant house churches that will 

start more churches.  In October of this year we finally felt prepared 

and led to begin actively connecting with    people and calling them to 

follow Jesus with us.  We currently have a house church of nine peo-

ple meeting weekly for communion, encouragement, and preparation 

for living on mission for God.  We are making friends with lots of 

unchurched and disconnected   people for the sake of the Kingdom.  

We are excited about River City Christian Community and what God 

R I V E R  C I T Y  C H R I S T I A N  
C O M M U N I T Y  

P A R T N E R S H I P  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

The Riverwalk Church of Christ, The Mott family and the Lewis family are looking for additional partners 

in this church planting project.  We are currently developing a team of churches and individuals who will 

support the River City Christian Community  in any of the following ways: 

1. Join our prayer team—Commit to praying for our family regularly during this church planting  

2. Support us financially—Commit to giving to our ministry on a monthly basis or simply as a special 

gift (see back for details). 

3. Consider participating in a more hands on way as this church planting continues to develop and as 

God leads us forward. 

P R O P O S A L  F O R  C H U R C H  P L A N T I N G   

T H E  L E W I S  

F A M I L Y  

Micah and Amy Lewis both 

grew up in Irving, TX.  Micah  

has a degree in Bible and   

Missions and worked as lead 

church planter to begin the 

Sunrise Church of Christ in 

Grand Prairie, TX in 2004.  

Since 2009 he served as 

Church Planter in Residence for 

the Storyline Christian Commu-

nity in Dallas, TX.  Amy is an 

important partner to Micah in 

the ministry of church planting.  

She holds a business degree in 

computer information systems 

and currently stays at home 

with their two young children,  

Nathaniel and Allison.  The 

Lewises relocated to Wichita in 

December 2010.  Micah works 

part time at Starbucks as a way 

to better connect with the  

people of Wichita. 

T H E  M O T T  

F A M I L Y  

Kyle and Kristen Mott have 

spent the last eight years    

ministering in Kingsport, TN—

Kyle as youth minister for the 

Northeast Church of Christ and 

Kristen as an elementary school 

teacher.  Kyle has a masters 

degree in ministry through 

which he has sensed God’s call 

into church planting.  The Motts 

have recently partnered with 

Mission Alive who recom-

mended they join the Lewises 

and partner with the Riverwalk 

Church for church planting in 

Wichita.  Kyle and Kristen have 

two young children, Chloe and 

Elijah.  The family relocated to 

Wichita in August 2011.  As part 

of their work in church planting 

Kyle works part time at a local 

Starbucks as a way to better 

connect with the community. 

M I C A H  L E W I S  
1 0 9  N  M T  C A R M E L  S T  

W I C H I T A ,  K S  6 7 2 0 3  
3 1 6 . 4 6 1 . 6 5 4 0  
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C U R R E N T  P A R T N E R S H I P S  

F U N D R A I S I N G  P L A N  ( Y E A R  2 )  

F I N A N C I A L  N E E D S  
We realize for the best outcome, we need to develop partnerships with other churches 
and individuals who will support us financially and in prayer.  Our goal is to plant a 
church that will become financially self-sufficient within its first five years.  Our five 
year goal is to raise $250,120, which includes two staff members with part-time jobs and 
a working fund.  With our first fiscal year behind us, we estimate our second year’s 
fundraising needs to be $6,500 per month.  In order to meet this goal, we are building a 
support team who will regularly pray for us and make a monthly financial commitment.  
Would you prayerfully consider supporting this mission? 

PRELIMINARY  

FIVE YEAR 

FINANCIAL NEEDS 

SUMMARY 

———————————— 

Fundraising Goal:  

$250,120 

Gifts and Pledges 
to Date: 

$184,360 

Remaining Need: 

$65,760 

P R O P O S A L  F O R  C H U R C H  P L A N T I N G   

Riverwalk Church of Christ, formerly the Central Church of Christ, in Wichita, 

Kansas is the principal supporting congregation for this downtown Wichita church 
planting project.  Riverwalk has been working for the city of Wichita since the 
early 1900’s.  They have a heart for the poor and are actively working to help 
those in the city center.  This project was born out of their vision and service to 
residents of the Delano neighborhood near downtown.           
www.riverwalkchurchofchrist.org   

Mission Alive is a church planting resource organization that works to discover, equip, and 
nurture church planting leaders and churches to plant Christ-formed churches in North 
America.  For training, Mission Alive offers a church planters assessment, several church 
planting labs, coaching, and a community of church planters in which to grow and learn. 
Mission Alive helped to connect the Lewises and the Motts with the Riverwalk Church of 
Christ for this church planting .                       www.missionalive.org  


